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Immigration and Immigration Law in the U.S.A
Immigration is a still an austere political issue in most nations besides the United States. The early immigrant waves during the 18th and 19th centuries came mainly from the European stock. The Germans arrived in 1840s to1850s, then they were followed by Russians, Italians, and Irish, in succeeding decades. The mix of diverse ethnical backgrounds and appearance of the “melting pot” became a popular metaphor. During the period 1820 to 1920 almost 30 million immigrants arrived in the U.S. Nearly 400,000 migrants arrived during the year 1870; a decade later the figure rose to more than 450,000 immigrants and remained high for the next few years[footnoteRef:1]. These immigrants transformed the nation, supplying manual labour for the great industrialization era that swept the nation. However, the immigrants’ presence also kindled sharp disunions over the impact and character of the foreign immigration. Nowadays, about 13% of migrants are the first-generation arrivals, whereas 11 % are U.S-born immigrants’ children. Most of the debates today emulate arguments that occurred more than a century ago. During the 20th century, the volume of immigration had fluctuated significantly dependent on the economic and political circumstances. This article will highlight the positive social, economic, and high-tech impact of the migration and immigration legislation in the U.S.  [1:  Beck, R. H. (1996). The case against immigration: The moral, economic, social, and environmental reasons for reducing U.S. immigration back to traditional levels. New York: W.W. Norton.] 

In the long-run, policymakers should pay attention to the country’s competitiveness and the contributions immigrants have made to the national economy. The immigrants spend cash on buying goods and services, paying taxes, and performing jobs most American citizens deem undesirable. Additionally, they have made substantial contributions to U.S science and economic enterprises, mainly in high-tech and biotech themes. The latest embargos on the number of immigrants who can stay exacerbate the global competitiveness situation[footnoteRef:2]. The universities invest heavily in training the foreign students and offer free tuition to the PhD students, however, upon their graduation, a majority are not provided with any job opportunities locally that would take gain from their new skills, and in its place, they return home. This robs the nation of the aptitude to realize the paybacks of the U.S economic investments in higher education. [2:  Vernez, G., & McCarthy, K. F. (1996). The costs of immigration to taxpayers: Analytical and policy issues. Santa Monica, Calif: RAND] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Secondly, various studies have acknowledged the cutting-edge economic and scientific and contributions that the skilled immigrants have made to America’s high-tech and biotech sector. The impact of immigration on the growing number of patent applications and other awards can be validated by the significant number of foreign graduate students and the skilled immigrants who have contributed positively on the U.S.A patent generation[footnoteRef:3]. Similarly, a majority of the founders of high-tech businesses who came to America arrived as students and then began their business careers once they graduated to develop pioneering ideas. The immigrants are one of the main sources of superior talent and the engine for the U.S economic development. Besides, it is not a concurrence that the high-tech explosion started when the Asian engineers and scientist began to come into the country in large numbers. The Silicon Valley began attracting the Chinese and Indian endowment just after 1965[footnoteRef:4]. Thus, this provides support for the debate that the immigrants add higher value, innovative ideas, and diversity, to civic life. An example of an immigrant who has made considerable contributions is Sergey Brin, one of the co-founders of the innovative search engine corporation, Google. [3:  Bonn, M. (2012). Costs and benefits of immigration and multicultural interaction. Marburg: Univ., Dep. of Business Administration & Economics.]  [4:  Lane, M. (2016). Legal and illegal immigration. Farmington Hills, Mich.: Gale Cengage Learning.
] 

People instinctively comprehend the social value that is offered by the immigrants —in food, athletics, arts, and cultural heritage, among other social elements—but, the value of the contributions is hard to define precisely[footnoteRef:5]. The American workforces gain due to the overly multicultural social environment that makes the citizens even more productive. The U.S cities that have assorted residents have pleasant and productive areas to reside, in turn growing innovation, housing prices, economy, and the civic pride. Furthermore, the internationalization of the culture has also led to an invasion of talented actors and directors from abroad. Individuals like Dan Aykroyd, Salma Hayek, and Jim Carrey are examples of migrants who have enriched the American world of television, film, and music. The same holds for the sports world as one cannot imagine modern American baseball without migration. Baseball is an American sport that has been integrated with athletes from all over the world. Also, the Education sector and philanthropy have benefited immensely from the migrants’ contributions. Lastly, political leaders in the country have come from overseas to gain dominant elective and appointive positions such as Governors Arnold Schwarzenegger and Jennifer Granholm. [5:  Smith, J. P., Edmonston, B., National Research Council (U.S.)., National Research Council (U.S.)., & National Research Council (U.S.). (1997). The new Americans: Economic, demographic, and fiscal effects of immigration. Washington, D.C: National Academy Press.] 

Ultimately, the question for the immigration policy is striking a balance between the costs and benefits. The immigrants have transformed into a substantial driving force in the country following the creation of businesses, economic growth, intellectual property, social gains in the U.S.—and their contributions have augmented in the past decade[footnoteRef:6]. Contrary to the critics who are apprehensive that immigrants take the local’s jobs and depress wages, the significant research proposes that the immigrants have a positive contribution to the vivacity of U.S economic development and abundance of rich cultural heritage. The immigrants start businesses, patent new pioneering ideas, and create employment for Americans. When one eliminates the emotions and analyses the facts, the paybacks of foreigners to technological innovations and entrepreneurship are copious and obvious. The costs the migrants impose are nothing, but the side-effects cannot be compared to the positive contributions that arise from the immigrants’ brain gain. [6:  In Miller, D. A. (2014). Immigration. Detroit: Greenhaven Press] 
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